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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 . Claims 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such 
omission amounting to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See 
MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted structural cooperative relationships are: (1) the structure 
or structural relationship between the recited elements in claim 8 that allows the elastic 
force on the sheet transport guides to be adjusted; and (2) the structure or structural 
relationship between the recited elements in claim 9 that allows the elastic force on the 
sheet transport guides to be adjusted. Further clarification is requested. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4 and 7, as best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese Publication No. 2001-130780 
(hereinafter "JP'780"). 

Regarding claim 1, Figs. 1-4 show a sheet transport mechanism, comprising: 

a rotation roller (2); 

a movable member (5); and 

a sheet transport guide (including 9 and 8) for guiding toward and/or away from 
the rotation roller (2) a sheet to be transported between the rotation roller (2) and the 

movable member (5), the sheet transport guide (including 9 and 8) including an elastic 
member (8) and having a portion connected to the movable member (5), 

wherein the sheet transport guide (including 9 and 8) applies elastic force to the 
movable member (5) so that the movable member (5) is elastically biased toward the 
rotation roller (2). 

Regarding claim 2, Figs. 1-4 show that the elastic member (8) is a torsion coil 
spring having first and second arms for guiding a sheet to be transported. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/551 ,581 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3653 

Regarding claim 3, Figs. 1-4 show that the movable member (5) is a driven roller 
that is rotated in association with rotation of the rotation roller (2). 

Regarding claim 4, Figs. 1-4 show that the driven roller (5) is supported by the 
first arm of the torsion coil spring (8). 

Regarding claim 7, Figs. 1-4 show that a plurality of the movable members (5) 
are aligned approximately parallel to a shaft of the rotation roller (2), and wherein each 
of the movable members (5) is provided with the sheet transport guide (including 9 and 
8). 

3. Claims 1-2 and 5-7, as best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese Publication No. 6-144618 (hereinafter 
"JP'618")(cited in the 9/29/2005 IDS). 

Regarding claim 1, Figs. 1-4 show a sheet transport mechanism, comprising: 

a rotation roller (1 1 ); 

a movable member (12); and 

a sheet transport guide (including 13, 21 and 18) for guiding toward and/or away 
from the rotation roller (11 ) a sheet to be transported between the rotation roller (1 1 ) 
and the movable member (12), the sheet transport guide (including 13,21 and 18) 
including an elastic member (18) and having a portion connected to the movable 
member (12), 
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wherein the sheet transport guide (including 13, 21 and 18) applies elastic force 
to the movable member (12) so that the movable member (12) is elastically biased 
toward the rotation roller (1 1 ). 

Regarding claim 2, Figs. 1-4 show that the elastic member (18) is a torsion coil 
spring having first and second arms for guiding a sheet to be transported. The 

recitation "for guiding a sheet to be transported" is a statement of intended use that 
does not distinguish claim 2 from the prior art apparatus of JP'618. 

Regarding claim 5, Figs. 1-4 show that the movable member (12) is a separation 
pad for feeding one sheet at a time. 

Regarding claim 6, Figs. 1-4 show that the separation pad (12) is supported by a 
coil portion of the torsion coil spring (18). The separation pad 12 is indirectly supported 
via elements 13 and 21 by the coil portion of the torsion coil spring 18. 

Regarding claim 7, Fig. 2 shows that a plurality of the movable members (12 and 
1 2) are aligned approximately parallel to a shaft of the rotation roller (1 1 ), and wherein 
each of the movable members (12) is provided with the sheet transport guide. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. The fact that not all of the claims have been rejected in view of prior art is 
not an indication that such claims contain allowable subject matter, particularly in view 
of the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112 outlined above. 
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Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to THOMAS A. MORRISON whose telephone number 
is (571)272-7221 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, Sam - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Patrick H. Mackey/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3653 

6/19/2008 



